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On the morning of November 11, 1862, William A. Pors, an attorney, 

William A. Pors

businessman of the county seat in Port Washington, and draft commissioner of 
German Protestant descent, began working on the draft. 

Immigrant Catholic farmers, the majority of which were Luxembourgers 
from Port Washington and Belgium, already opposing President Lincoln’s draft, 
declared a Civil War of their own,  accusing Pors of exempting his Republican 
and Masonic friends from military service. 

As Pors prepared the draft an angry crowd of over 200 farmers carryingAs Pors prepared the draft, an angry crowd of over 200 farmers carrying 
clubs and bricks, marched up and rushed the courthouse. Pors was dragged to 
the door, thrown down the steps, and pelted with stones as he fled for his life. 
He took refuge in the post office cellarHe took refuge in the post office cellar. 
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Pors eventually escaped town on horse and buggy, fleeing to Milwaukee for 
reinforcements. 

The mob moved through town chanting “No draft, no draft” looting, starting 
fires and causing destruction. The rioters seized and destroyed the draft rolls 
then roamed through the town looking for Masons to vent their anger on.

They severely damaged the Masonic hall, looted businesses, and smashed 
i d d f it i l id b l i t P hi lfwindows and furniture in several residences, one belonging to Pors himself.
They took the town cannon, normally used in the 4th of July celebration, 

forming a line and prepared to battle the Union Army, which they heard was on 
its wayits way.
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Governor Edward Salomon dispatched eight companies of the 28th

Governor Edward Salomon

Governor Edward Salomon dispatched eight companies of the 28th 
Wisconsin Regiment, who sailed up Lake Michigan from Milwaukee.

Union troops landed in Ulao, Wisconsin and marched to Port Washington 
where they set up a line surrounding the village. 

At dawn on November 12, 1862 the men of the 28th quickly surrounded 
the rioters and occupied the town. 

Most of the mob fled, but more than 130 men were captured and first 
held at Camp Washburn in Milwaukee and then transported to Camp Randall 
in Madison, where they were held for about a month. 

Of the 130 captured, 13 were drafted into the army.
Th ldi f th 28th l b t d th i bl dl i t b t i thThe soldiers of the 28th celebrated their bloodless victory by restoring the 

national flag atop the courthouse. 



150th Anniversary Celebration

Saturday, November 10, 2012

Historic Ozaukee County Court House,
Corner of Main Street & Wisconsin StreetCorner of Main Street & Wisconsin Street

Port Washington

Open House
12:00 pm – 5:00 pm

Program
2:00 pm – 3:30 pm



Program Includes

Interpretive Storytelling of the Draft RiotInterpretive Storytelling of the Draft Riot
Dedication of Wisconsin State Historic Marker

Veterans’ Day Salutey
Civil War Display

Sharing of Oral History
Music & Refreshments

Tours of the Historic Ozaukee County Court House



Events Include

Civil War Chorus providing musical entertainment
Reenactment of events leading up to and 

l i ti i th i tculminating in the riot
Unveiling and dedication of the historical marker
Exhibit of Civil War memorabilia throughoutExhibit of Civil War memorabilia throughout 

Historic Court House
Reception in the County Board Room displaysReception in the County Board Room, displays, 

artifacts, informational video’s, etc. 
Musical performance by Civil War musiciansMusical performance by Civil War musicians 



Civil War Marker

Hi i l M kHistorical Marker
36” x 24” City Marker

/5/8” lettering
Post mounted

ff h dDifferent text on each side
848 characters per side

$Cost:  $1,680
Produced by State Historical Society

d dLocated on Court House grounds



Event Sponsors

Ozaukee CountyOzaukee County

b l lLuxembourg American Cultural Society

Ozaukee County Historical Society

Port Washington Historical Society 



University School Research
http://53355699.nhd.weebly.com/context.html



Unlocking the Past

Ozaukee County’sOzaukee County s 
1901 Time Capsule

Li i f U i S ldiListing of Union Soldiers

http://www.co.ozaukee.wi.us/1901
TimeCapsule/Listing6.htmp / g



















Sponsor Websites
Ozaukee County

http://www co ozaukee wi us/http://www.co.ozaukee.wi.us/

Luxembourg American Cultural Societyg y
http://luxamculturalsociety.org/

Ozaukee County Historical Society
http://www.co.ozaukee.wi.us/ochs/

Port Washington Historical Society
h // hi hi i l i /http://www.portwashingtonhistoricalsociety.org/



Subject Reference Links

Wisconsin Twenty‐Eighth Volunteer Infantry
http://www 28thwisconsin com/service/riots htmlhttp://www.28thwisconsin.com/service/riots.html

A Day in the Life of the Civil War
http://lifeofthecivilwar.blogspot.com/2011/11/no‐draft.html

Wisconsin Historical Societyy
http://www.wisconsinhistory.org/turningpoints/tp‐

024/?action=more_essay

Ozaukee County
http://www.co.ozaukee.wi.us/history/peters.html#Draft Riot


